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Homes England Funding Agreement for Infrastructure and 
Enabling works at Bath Quays North and Englishcombe 
Lane development sites in-line with grant funding awards 
Decision maker/s Cllr Tim Ball, Cabinet Member for Planning Housing and Economic 

Development 

The Issue Homes England, the Government’s housing enabler, has awarded Local 
Authority Accelerated Construction (LA-AC) grant funding to B&NES 
Council to support the acceleration of housing through the Council’s 
regeneration and housing company priorities. 

The funding is awarded to help unlock development sites and increase 
the speed of housing delivery through investment in infrastructure and 
enabling works. Under the terms of the grant the Council are obligated 
to deliver the residential outputs set out within the grant agreement for 
each site.

The funding awarded to B&NES Council is in respect of:

a) The delivery of 92 new homes as part of the Council’s flagship 
regeneration project at Bath Quays North. 

b) The delivery of 37 new homes on land at Englishcombe Lane 
where a mix of housing types is being brought forward by 
Aequus Development Ltd (ADL), the Council’s wholly owned 
housing company.

Decision Date On or after 25th January 2020.

The decision The Cabinet Member agrees to:

1) Enter Funding Agreements with Homes England to fund enabling 
works and infrastructure in respect of Bath Quays North and 
Englishcombe Lane in-line with the grant funding awards.

2) Amend the Council Capital Programme on receipt of entered 
Funding Agreements:-

2.1 Approve an addition of £3,519,000 to 2020/21 Bath Quays 
North budget.

2.2 Incorporate a new provisional item for Englishcombe Lane 
Site Preparation - 2019/20 £150,000 and 2020/21 
£1,054,597.

Rationale for The funding is awarded to help unlock the development sites and 



decision increase the speed of housing delivery through investment in 
infrastructure and enabling works.

The Council considers this initial funding of land and infrastructure 
enables the purposes of delivering additionality to the provision of 
affordable homes. 

Financial and budget 
implications

The Council’s current Capital Programme does not include these grants 
from Homes England. The Council’s financial regulations allow for in-
year approval for schemes which are 100% grant funded.

Provision for infrastructure work to the value of £3,519,000 is included in 
the Bath Quays North development agreement with Legal & General. The 
Englishcombe housing proposal is subject to planning approval, an 
approved business case and Development Agreement with ADL. This 
grant will provide funding for specific site works before land transfer. 
Future development costs will be provided by Council Loan to ADL, with a 
proportion of units to be become available as affordable housing.

Issues considered Social Inclusion; Sustainability; Property; Young People; Equality (age, 
race, disability, religion/belief, gender, sexual orientation); Human Rights; 
Corporate; Health & Safety; Other Legal Considerations

Consultation 
undertaken

Consultation has been undertaken with:

 The Leader of the Council
 The Cabinet Member for Economic & Community Regeneration
 The Section 151 and Monitoring Officers
 The Strategic Director and 
 The Director for Economy & Growth.

How consultation 
was carried out

Both written and verbal briefings were provided.

Other options 
considered

The Council considered the other options available to safeguard the 
delivery of new homes as part of Bath Quays within the previous 
Decisions E2680, E2838 & E3122 

Do nothing: The Council allows the market to deliver the homes and 
provide a mix of units and pace of delivery that is dictated by the market. 
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None  

Any conflict of 
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